THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

The Sun and Serpent worship of Greece, in
historic times,, was mixed up with the worship
of many other deities, as was that of Semitic
Babylonia, in which country some of these
Grecian deities seem to have had their origin.

The serpent, in Greece, held a somewhat sub-
ordinate position, and was not so distinctly
connected with the Sun as in Egypt, India, and
other countries, in which it was the totem of the
dominant Solar race. Still, even in Greece, the
Serpent was considered as a protector. The
guardian deity of the Athenian Acropolis was
a great serpent.1

The worship of the Sun and the Serpent has
left its traces in nearly every part of Europe. Its
spread was probably due in part to the Egyptians,
and in part to the Phoenicians ; but its progress
westward seems to have been largely owing to the
migration of other peoples, who were apparently
of Asiatic origin.

In Egypt, the Sun was worshipped, and the
Ureus or hooded serpent was held sacred, from
the earliest times of which any knowledge exists*;
although modifications were introduced under
different dynasties.

The Pharaohs claimed descent from the Sun.
Each reigning king was considered as an incarna-
tion of the Sun-god and, as such, received divine

1 Herodotus, Urania, xli.
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